ELA Summer work 2026 Entering grade 7
Dear incoming 7th grader,

Please complete the following assignments to keep your mind sharp over the summer. ALL
WORK IS DUE THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL.

Reading: You are to read two books; one book, Freak the Mighty, by Rodman Philbrick, is
required of all students. The second book may be any non-fiction or fiction book of your
choosing.

For the non-fiction or fiction free choice book:
Select a book at your reading level, appropriate for a seventh grader. No graphic novels! When
you have finished the book, complete the one pager assignment (attached).

You will be giving a one minute summary of the book and presenting that assignment to
the class the first week of school. Bring it the first day! We will begin presentations in random
order. This project will generate your first reading grade.

For Freak the Mighty: I suggest reading this in August, as there will be 2 test on the book the
first week of school. Complete the attached worksheets. We will review the work and then take
the test.

Grammar and handwriting: Complete the attached work to review important basics and
practice your cursive handwriting.

Supply list: Please see the supply list given by Mrs. Thuel. T emphasize that your child needs
loads of notecards and pens. We use black or blue pens in ELA. Erasable pens are fine.

Confirmation: Please refer to the Confirmation booklet for iﬂformaﬁon about due dates for
service and reviewing the Confirmation questions. Any questions about paperwork should be
directed to the PREP office.

*Important note—Book Sox are convenient for covering textbooks, BUT they must be the large
ones. Those purchased at the Dollar Store and Wal-Mart are often too small for middle school
books. Your child will NOT be permitted to use covers that are too small. If you prefer, paper
works really well. Book covers for hardcover books are REQUIRED for the whole year.

It is not required, but highly recommended that you cover workbooks and assignment
books in clear contact paper.

If you have any questions or problems with the summer assignment, please contact me via email
at mfinnegan@stisidoreschool.com. If it is urgent, Please call the school office, and the message
will be forwarded to me.

Have a wonderful, fun, safe, and faith-filled summer!
Mrs. Finnegan
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Period

Name _
Note-takmg for chapters 1-5.
For some students, reading can be a difficult; tedious task. Part of: the problern is that many -
students do-not have the tools they need to- Tead for meaning, and lose int rest because they cannot
follow the action, do not understand Or cannot relate to.the events orthe characters.

Below is a charl: that you w:ll be complet' g as you cad Freak the Mighty. Ttiside gned- to help you
u erstand' he actio  ¢har [0 al[y apprec:ate theﬁaufh'or's reasons for

ju shes ba ; 5] in in ia
telling how he met when he is in about 3% grade, then he
Freak in daycare, but moves into a duplex dewn the street the

doesn't describe the - .:summerbefgreﬁ“‘grade.: : = il ﬂ’ . eginning {
scene. i, & T w, i »lankaiotiﬂce qf'a'-‘he"-.',"'

Now that you have read and taken notes on Chapters 1-5, make a predactlon (educated
guess) about what you belleve will happen nextin the novel. ,

My Prediction:

-5- Freak the Mighty




Name Period

Note-takirig for chapters 6-10

Directions: For Chapters 6-10, use the chart below to help you keep track of your readmg
Summarize the setting or settings, and then summarize each major-event in the chapter. Try to
keep your summaries short—just a few words or hrases. Do not write in complete sentences!

Now that you have read and taken notes on Chapters 6-10, make a prediction about what
you believe will happen next in the novel.

My Prediction:

-8- Freak the Mighty




Name
Note-ﬁkmg for chapters 11-15

D:rectmns. For 11-15; use the chart below fo he:in you. keep ]track of your readmg.
y settings, and then summanze each major. apter.

Period

Now that yo-u' have read and taken notes on Chapters 11-15, make a prediction: about what
you believe will happen next in the. nove! 5 B R M :

My Prediction:

~11 - Freak the Mighty




Name Period

Note-taking for chapters 16-20 . 25t
Directions: For Chapters 16-20, use the chart below to help you keep track of your readmg.

Summarize the. setting or settmgs, and Men summarize each major-event in the .chapter. Try to

keep yuursumma‘ ishqrt / 3 few words or phrases, Da notwntein complebe.,sentences'

Now that you have read and taken riotes on Chapters 16-20, make a prediction about what
you believe will happen next in the novel.

My Prediction:

-13- Freak the Mighty




Period

MName

Note-taking for chapters 21-25
2lp you keep track of your reading.

Directions: For Chapters 21-25, use the chart below fto help you k k o1 e _
Summarize the setting or settings, and then summarize each rmajor event in the chaptér. Try to
keep your summaries short—just a few words or phrases. Do not write in cornplete sentences!

B

-25, make a prediction about

Now that you have read and taken notes on Chapters 21
where you believe Max’s life will go from here.

My Prediction:

-17 - Freak the Mighty
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Date:

One-Pager Project

A one pager is a single-page response to your reading that displays the big ideas, themes, symbols and connections
within the book. We will use this project to review many of the analysis skills we have learned this year.

Itis due September 2, 2025

Directions:
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Write the title of the book and author’s name somewhere on the page (this can be done creativelyl).
Include a creative border or design that reflects the book in general or theme.
o This can include words, pictures/designs, symbols, or quotes from the text.
Create and answer TWO meaningful questions about the novel.
0 These should not be yes or no questions, but how or why questions.
o Answers should cite text evidence. You should answer, cite evidence or an example, then explain.
Draw or create THREE images or symbols that represent themes, characters, conflict, 6r the setting of the book.
o) Tﬁese should be strongly connected to the book and should stand out on the paper.
Include THREE interesting quotes or passages from the book that connect to the characters, conflicts, or themes
and big ideas. _
o Include quotation marks_and a citation (page number).
o If your passage/ quote is a part of dialogue, include the character’s name who said it.
Write TWO personal statements or connections about what you've read (these are not simple opinions).

0 EX: “l could relate to the main character feeling lost in the book because it reminded me of when | gotto
high school and didn’t know anyone.”

Find ONE quote that illustrates mood or tone (*include quote and page number) and explain why that was the

mood or tone of that particular part of the book.

Find a song that represents a theme of the novel. Include the song title, singer/ band, and an explanation of how
the lyrics connect to the book.
Be colorful and neat.

© Your entire page should be filled with these elements.
= If you find you have extra room, add some creativity!

= Nothing should be left in pencil

®  Your name should be on the BACK of the one-pager.
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Student Names

£ One-Pager Project Rubrie

Category
Title & Author

Creative Border/Design

Meaningful Questions &
Amswers

Symbols/Images
Q@&es/?assages :
Persomal C@mécﬁ@m
M@@dfﬁ'@ng@u@m .
Song @@m@éﬁ@m

Visual Appeal

Overall Effort &
Creativity

Fimal Scores ___/ 100

Criteria
Book title and author are clearly visible and creatively

displayed.

Design reflects the book’s theme using relevant symbols,

quotes, or visuals.

Two thoughtful how/why questions are answered with
explanation and text evidence.

Three images ot symbols clearly connect to themes,
characters conflict, or setting,

Three well-chosen quotes with proper citation and
character attribution (if dialo gue).
Two thoughtful personal statements with insight beyond

opinion.

Points

One quote with explanation that clearly ﬂlustra.tes toneor .

mood (with citation),

Relevant song with title, artist, and smmg explanation of

Iyrical connection to theme.

Page is fully used, colorful, and neat. No pencﬁ used.

Name is on the back.

Shows time, thought, and creativity thmughout all

e]emenis
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| tence asks a question. It ends with a
strong feeling. It ends with an exclamation

A sentence is a group of words that expresses a complete thought. All sentences begin with
a capital letter and end with a punctuation mark. There are
A declarative sentence makes a statement. It ends with a period. An interrogative sen-
question mark. An exclamatory sentence expresses
point. An imperative sentence gives a command

or makes a request. It ends with a period.

Directions

Write whethet each of the-fnﬂowing sentences is declarative, interrogative, exclamatory,

Or imperative,

Last summer we visited the Grand Canyon. declarative

1.
2.
3!

Have you ever seen the Grand Canyon?
How incredible that place is! -

The forces of wind, water, heat, and pressure
created huge ruts in the rock and dirt.

What was the oldest fossil ever found in the
Grand Canyon? ‘

.~ Keep reaﬂiﬁg to find out,

The oldest fossil uncovered was a billion-year-
old primitive sea plant.

How could the fossil of a sea plant be discov-
ered in the desert? I
Didn’t you know the area was once completely

covered with water?

How far it is from one side of the canyon to the
other! ' ‘

The canyon’s width varies from four miles to
fifteen miles from rim to rim.

Writer’s Choice: Graminar Reteqaching, Grade 6, Unit8 1

four different kinds of sentences.
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cate. The subject tells who or what the.
sentence is about. The predicate tells what
the subject does or has. It may tell what the
subject is or is like.

The light [subject] controls the flow of
traffic [predicate].

A sentence fragment is a group of words
that does not express a complete thought.

Every sentence has a sub}ect and a pred1-

Sentences and Sentence Fragments

It may bem:ssmg A subject, a predlcate or .
both

Is made of nylon. [lacks a subject]
That backpack. [lacks a predicate]
Along the winding path. [lacks both]

To correct a sentence fragment, determine
which part is missing. Then write a new
subject or predicate that you can add to the
fragment to make it a sentence.

Directions

Read each sentence fragment, and name the part of the sentence—either subject or

predicate—that is missing.
creates a rainbow of colors subject
» Carlsbad Caverns in New Mexico.

. Became a national park in 1930.

. Can hike down into the cavern.

- Went by high-speed elevator.

- One of the most impressive spots.
. The Big Room’s ceiling,

. Is fourteen acres in size.

© 0 N 6 W oD W N =

. Hundreds of thousands of bats,

- Spreads eight hundred feet below the surface,

wh
e

- Grow up from the floors in tall spires.

2  Writer’s Choice: Gramumar Reteaching, Grade 6, Unit 8
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. Date ...

compcuhd predicate, or both.

“Yosemite ‘National Park /s in Cahfarnla
My friend and | / visited-the park and stayed a week.

We / enjoyed our vacation, and we / took plenty of photographs

clauses.

simple sentence héls' one SUb_iec—E-an'd"%Dne—p'r‘ed‘icaie. It miy have a cormpound Subject_,' a

-| A compound sentence consists of two or more simple sentences (maxn dlauses) joined by a
- comma and'and,. biit, or or: A clause i is a group of words thathas a subject and a predrcate

A complex sentence is a sentence that has one main clause and one or more subordmate

We decided to visit Yosemite when we heard about s beautiful sceriery, ©

Directions
Write whether each sentence is simple, compound, or complex.
James wants to hike, and Fwant to take more photos. compound

1. Glaciers smoothed the valley fioot, and they melted to form a lake, -

2, Ahjkeandamulendearetwowaystaseethepaﬂc

3. Fifteen hundred trees and plants live in the park.

4. H Capltan isa mountam of gramte and it rises 3,600 feet abov:e ﬂleMerced

5. Yosemite Fa}ls hasa spectacuia:t 2,425-foot drop

6. Bird watchers can see more than ‘two hiundred different species of birds ¥ theyr visit

Yosenm‘e .

7. Rugged monntmns, clear iakes, and xu.shmg streams attmct many mu:,tsts aud outdoor

enthusiasts.

8. Yosemite and Hetch Hetchy are two beautiful valleys inside the park.
9. Cloud’s Rest is the highest point in Yosemite Valley, and it rises nearly 10,000
feet. :

10. Congress established Yosemite National Park in 1890, but the original park did not

include Mariposa Grove or Yosemite Valley.

& Writer’s Choice: Gramimar Reteaching, Grade 6, Unit 8
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il Action Verbs and Direct Objects:

Allwerbs cah be grouped as action verbs oriinking verbs, Aciion verbs tell'w omeone or
something does. Action verbs can be divided into two groups—iransitive and intransitive,
Transitive verbs take direct objects. A direct object is a noun that receives the action af
the verb. it answers the question whom? or what? after an action verb,

A chimpanzee enjoys company.

Directions
Change each sentence into a question that asks whom? or what? after the verb. The
answer is the direct object. - '
My undles dfive two large tractors on thé farm.
My uncles drive what? tractors |
1. Walruses follow the currents in arctic oceans. _
dubtlig - c oo
Direct object: PR —
2. Both males and females have large ivory tusks. __
" Questiomn:
Directobject: _____
3. Walruses dig clams with their tusks. __
Question:
Direct object: 7
4. Walruses like cold weather.
Question:
DlIect object: _
5. They ride flat chunks of ice,
Question: |
. Direct object: .
6. Thick layers of fat insulate walruses from the cold.
" Question;
Direct abject:

10 Writer’s Choice: Grammar Reteaching, Grade 6, Unit 10

Copyright © The McGraw-Hill Companles, Inc.
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: i “t-objects may ],so, have indirect objects. Unlike the direct object,
which answers the question whom? or what?, the indirect object tells to wtiom or to what
or for whom or for what the verb's action was done.

The trainer tossed the dolphin a fish.

To determine whether a word is an indirect object, try adding the word fo or for before the
indirect object and placing it after the direct object: The trainer tossed a fish to the dofphin.

Action vrbswﬁh direct- obj

If the sentence still makes sense, the word is an indirect object.

Directions '

Identify the indirect objects in these sentences. Rewrite each sentence, using to or for
before the indirect object and placing it after the direct abject. The direct object is
undetlined. ,

Dolphins gave the fish a scare.
Indlirect object: fish Dolphins gave a scare to the fish.
1. The trainer at the water park threw the dolphin a ball.

2. The dolphin tossed the trainer the ball.

3. One dolphin flipped the trainer a hoop.

4. Sometimes dolphins give a ship’s crew a show at sea.

5. They show sailors dives and flips.

6. Sailors throw the dolphins food.

7. We bought the dolphins treats.

8. Dolphins give people an understanding of their world.

Writer’s Choice: Grammar Reteaching, Grade 6, Unit 10 11
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inking Verbs and Predicate Words

Lmkfg verbs conect— the subject of a sentence with a noun or adjective in the predicate. A
predicate noun tells what the subject is. A predicate adjective describes the subject.

The manatee is a strange animal.
The manatee appears clumsy.

The most common linking verbs are the forms of be, such as am, is, are, was, and were.

Other common linking verbs include become, seem, appear, feel, taste, grow;, and fook.

Directions

Tell whether the underlined verb in each sentence is an action verb or a linking verb by
writing action or linking in the space provided. If the verb is a linking verb, write
whether it is followed by a predicate noun or a predicate adjective.

Red is my favorite color.
linking—predicate noun

1. Manatees are mermaids,

2. Atleast ancient saﬂors thought so.

3. Manatees look strange up close.

4. Their eyes seem tiny.

5. Their whiskered lips appear swollen.

6. Manatees live in warm water,

7. They are very slow.

8. Power boats sometimes hit the manatees.

9. Manatees are not dangerous.

10. They eat only grass.

12  Writer’s Choice: Grammar Reteaching, Grade 6, Unit 10
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he tense of th lIs wi tion takes place. The present tense of a verb names
an action that happens regularly. It is also used to express a general truth. The past tense of
a verb tells about something that has already happened. The future ténse of a verb tells

about something that will happen in the future.

Base form Present tense Past tense Future tense
jump I jump. | jumped. | shall jump.
He jumps. He jumped. He will jump.
Pirections

Write whether the uﬁder}ine’d verb is in the present, past, or future tense,
| like to watch animals. present |
1. Some animals live in faraway places.
2. Maybe I will visit them someday.
3. I watcl:!' anjzhal_s,_in.my own ﬁeighburh;gedi
4. L especially enjoy rabbits, chipmunks, and squirrels.
5. Yesterday I observed a raccoon. . - o s
6. The raccoon sneaked around the corner of the garage,

7. It jumped into the garbage can. ,

8. Dad will put a heavy rock on the lid of the garbage can.

9. That trick worked for our neighbor,
10. My brother feeds the birds, _ »
11. He placed a birdfeeder on a pole in the backyard.
12. We watch cardinals, sparrows, and woodpeckers.
13. Next summer he will build a house for martins.
4. My mother enjoys hummingbirds the most.
15. My family will soon hike on the nature trail at the park.

Writet’s Choice: Grammar Reteaching, Grade 6, Unit10 13
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1 Main Verbs and Helping Verbs

All verbs have four principal parts: base form, present participle, psf form, and past
participle.

Principal parts Example Verb phrase

base form play '

present participle playing is playing

past form played

past participle played  has played

Participle forms join with helping verbs to form verb phrases. The most common helping
verbs are the forms of be and have, The forms of be are often used with the present partici-
ple. The forms of have are often used with the past participle.

Directions

In each sentence, the verb phrase is underlined. Draw a second line under the main
verb, and write whether it is a present participle or a past participle.

We are beginning to understand the problem., present participle
. Many species of animals are disappearing,

- In the past, species have disappeared at the rate of one a year.

- Now they are vanishing at the rate of one a day.

- People have changed the environment.
- We have chopped forests down.

- We have paved animal habitats.

- Years ago passenger pigeons were flying in huge flocks across the sky.

B0 N O Ul B W N e

- Buffalo herds were roaming the plains.

©

Now all the passenger pigeons have died.

=
(=

- We are visiting buffalo herds in zoos.

=h
=

- Some animals are protected by law.

wh
)

- They are called “endangered species”

=
W

- Park rangers are patrolling the wildlife preserves.
- My class has adopted a local park.
- We are keeping the park clean for animals and humans.

=
f

=2
ul

14 Writer’s Choice: Grammar Reteaching, Grade 6, Unit 10
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- A preposition is a word that relates a noun or prohéﬁn to anéﬁhér word in the sentence.
The squirrel ran up the tree. ' ‘

Study the list of prepositions in your textbook. The list will help you recognize prepositions in

sentences. . . .

Some prepositions are made up of more than ene word. Some examples are according to,
along with, because of., in spite of. on top of, across from, aside from, in front of. instead of,

| and out of.

Directions
Underline the prepositions,
Virginia Hamilton is a writer of many interesting children’s bogks.
1. She wrote books about Ohio. :
2. Virginia Hamilton was born in Yellow Springs, Ohio.
3. She won a Newbery Medal for the novel M. C. Higgins, the Great.
4. The Newbery Medal is an annual award given to the author of the best children’s
book. ' : : - :
5. Virginia Hamilton created some excellent works of fiction.
6. She also collected folktales from cultures around the world.
7. The Caldecott Medal is awarded for the illustrations in children’s books.
8. David Macaulay won a Caldecott Medal in 1990,
8. Because of his interest in buildings, Macaulay studied architecture.
10. After that, he wrote many children’s books on architecture.

Writer’s Choice: Gramtinar Reteaching, Grade 6, Unit 14 29




A prepositional phrase is a group of words gins witha presi-tin and eds with a
noun or pronoun called the object of the preposition.

I went to the grocery store.

A preposition can have a compound object—two or more objects joined by a connecting
word.

| went to the store and the cleaners.

Often sentences will have more than one prepositional phrase. Prepositional phrases can
appear anywhere in a sentence.

On Monday | went to the store.

Directions

In the following sentences, the prepositions are underlined. Draw an arrow from the preposi-
tions to their objects.

Children of all ages like books.
Children of all ages like books,
- Haichet is a book by Gary Paulsen about a plane crash.

- A boy must survive in the wilderness.

- Because of its popularity, Gary Paulsen wrote a sequel to it.
- Three of his books have received Newbery Honor Awards,

- Gary Paulsen writes about his own experiences.

A W oA W N =

- Dragonsong is based on Paulsen’s experience in the Iditarod, a dogsled race across
the Arctic.

7. Katherine Paterson is another modern author who appeals to both boys and girls
in a variety of age groups.

8. She has received two Newbery Awards for her books.
9. Paterson’s best known book is probably Bridge to Terabithia, written in 1978.
10. It tells about a friendship between a boy and girl from different backgrounds.

30 Writer'’s Choice: Grammar Reteaching, Grade 6, Unit 14
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junction is'a ward that jein Is-or groups of words'in a senténce. Thé most com-
mon conjunctions are the coordinating conjunctions. and, but. and ar, Conjunctions can
be used to form compound subjects, compound predicates, and compound sentences.
Correlative conjunctions are conjunctions that work in pairs, includinig efther...or, nei-
ther..nor and both...and. Remember that a comma is used before a canjundiion connecting
two simple sentences. ' 3 :

Jamil either pitches or plays shorfstop.
Bab ran fast, but Shirley tagged him out.
Bob and Jamil play baseball.

Diﬁ’&@ﬁ@ms -
Write whether the underlined conjunctions join the parts of a componnd sentence, a
compound subject, or a compound predicate by writing conmpound sentence, compound
subjeci, or compound predicate, SN ‘ ; :
My mom drove us to the library, and Tradi’s dad planned to take us home.
compound sentence - ET G % RB :
1. ‘We went to the library and locked for new books. ___ -
2. The River and The Winter Room were Juan’s first choices, :
3. Either Missing May or JourneyappealedtoTraci,
4. Nita headed straight for Maniac Magee, and Russell went for Shiloh._
5, Nejthe: Lester nor Wﬁham could find the books he wanted.. . . ...
6. Ling had already read Hoops, but she hadn’t read Mop, Moondance, and the

Nugasike Kuights,_ = _ _
7. 1 planned to borrow The Westing Garme, but T had to take Weasel instead._
8. Dari borrowed the book Mossflower and read it quickly. __ e
8. Isuggested Jacob Have I Loved to Licie, but she has read it already,_
40 Neither Russell nor Juan was ready to leave when Mr. Taylor said it was
tme to go. : - :

32 Writer’s q:’imice: Grammar Reteaching, Grade 6, Unit 14
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‘Sorne:words or shert phrase =t ‘used-1o exprass strong feelings. They
are not complete sentences.Exainiples are gi :and ouch: Interjections that show
strong feeling are followed by an exclamation. point, Mtlder interjections may be joined to a
sentence by a comma.

Ahal Ve foundyou.  Oh, there you are, ' We made it up the hill. Phew!

Directions
Underline each interjection. :
Wow! Don't you love a good book7 4 I've been looking for ynu
1. Hey! There’s a bookstore.

2. Gee, do yon think we could stop in?

3. Wow! I really eénjoy browsing in bookstores.-

4. I'wonder if they have any new beoks. Yes!

5. Gosh, I've been waiting for a niew book b}r Mildred Taylor.

6. Oh, I read her last one, too. S

7. Well, we have a little time.

8: Look! Here’s the book F've been waiting for,

9. I've been wa:t:u:lg for this book to coime oat in paperback. Great'
0. Ahal There’s A Wrinkle in sze, h

Writer’s Choice: Gramtmar Reteaching, Grade 6, Unit 14 33




Palmer Cursive Practice Worksheets

You’re never too old to improve your handwriting! These worksheets

showease the Falmer Method of Penmanship, a, simple approach to writing.

Unlike Spencerian script, the Palmer method has few flourishes, making it a,

good choice for students and daily handwriting,

Trace each letter pair, paying special attention to the height and shape of each
letber. The last page is a blank practice sheet. Print as many as you need to master the
basic alphabet. Enjoy!
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